
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cesear's Forum 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Yasmina Reza's LIFE x 3, Translated by Christopher Hampton 

Your Project Summary: A theatrical triptych, LIFE x 3 offers three variations on the same event; a dinner 

party gone awry. Unforeseen circumstances combine with unexpected comic and not so comic responses. 

The repetition and changes in each episode reflect on individual personality with consequential choices 

inevitable in life decision-making. Known for her satiric wit, Ms. Reza's LIFE x 3 provides a degree of 

sophistication within an amusing party game-like replay structure. Regret begs the question of "what if..." 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: I appreciate that the organization supports artistic & cultural vibrancy by employing both 

Equity and nonunion actors and also supporting students through paid opportunities. The organization 

serves an artistic niche in the County, but I would like to see even more evidence of how it provides public 

benefit by engaging the community and using that knowledge to drive its work. The application mentions 

that area universities examine issues of social/political/historical/cultural significance, but how does the 

organization contribute to that conversation beyond presenting shows? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. Cleveland has a vibrant theater scene, but many 

works are more rarely performed - making this project of great public benefit - performing a lesser known 

work for a reasonable ticket price. Artistic vibrancy is demonstrated by the employment of local 

professional actors as well as inspiring the community to think differently about theater with the program 

choices. The leadership and donor base size listed in the attached materials reflect a strong organizational 

capacity to carry through on this project successfully. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: For the type of theatre that Cesear's Forum produces, I believe this proposal includes a strong 

public benefit. I would have liked to know more information about the audience: where are they from, 

what is the average attendance, etc. Artist quality is hard to determine, but clearly the company has a 

strong knowledge and aesthetic of the theatre. Organizational capacity seems limited, but they have a 

strong track record of producing plays of this caliber. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project meets the funding criteria. I felt that while the organization clearly understands its 

audience, it is unclear how it defines its community and has broader engagement. I did appreciate the 

relationships with local colleges and their intent to provide opportunities to students. The application 

would have been stronger had the organization discussed how it inspires the community to think more 

creatively or differently rather than respond to its known audience. Understanding how this project fits 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 



Cesear's Forum - Continued  
 

3 
 

into the theatrical ecosystem was helpful. The budget was clear and the applicant provided sufficient 

detail to demonstrate its organizational capacity to successfully plan and implement the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, staging this play seems to meet the funding criteria especially if the primary public who is 

benefitting is the artists involved; various artists are identified in the goal and throughout the proposal.  

The proposal gives some description of the audience as being 'students, white-collar professionals, 

seniors' who also receive some public benefit.  It is clear that theater's goal is to 'Inspire its community to 

think ... differently' by staging rarely performed avant-garde works, which demonstrates artistic and 

cultural vibrancy (although there is always the concern with eponymous organizations that they are vanity 

projects).  And while an average ticket price of $9 and an average house size of 20 audience members 

seem modest, they are probably realistic demonstrating some organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Cesear's Forum somewhat meets the funding criteria. Cesear's Forum and the proposed 

performance, Yasmina Reza's LIFE x 3, Translated by Christopher Hampton, does seem unconventional 

and exciting. However, the application does not adequately address the public benefit of the project, 

including how the organization serves its community. The organization does have a very respectable goal 

of paying union salaries to performers, which certainly helps with engaging qualified professionals. The 

organization could be more clear about how they collect feedback and how they are working to create a 

space that is open and welcome to all. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


